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Opening Shots 

I started this newsletter when I was told my effort for the Chapter was too 
much.  My first instinct was to protest; my second was to use my “extra” 
work to help promote our kennel.  Duh!  I want to do more, plus I want some 
freedom, AND I can shamelessly promote Marshfield Kennel.  It’s a no brain-
er.  This publication has nothing to do with the Chapter, it’s all me. 

What you will find here is information about veterinary medicine, hunting, 
breeding, training and law.  I’ll toss in some opinion and a bit of humor.  It’ll 
be a little edgy and hopefully controversial at times. 

In this issue, you will find information on hunting in the North Maine Woods, 
feeding your dog for maximum performance, recommended pre-breeding 
health screenings, and a little about what it takes to sell a dog in Maine as 
well as some other nuggets I’ve unearthed and thought you’d enjoy. 

News Nuggets  

Colt 
Is suffering through his lung cancer, 
way beyond what we thought poss-
ible.  We’re looking for the first 
woodcock in Shapleigh. 

Winnie 
Is turning 11 and still getting mista-
ken for a puppy. 

Dove 
Is also surviving cancer.  She had a 
sextuple radical mastectomy fol-
lowed by an ovariohysterectomy 
and we hope that will cure it. 

Poppy 
Finished Rally Advanced and has a 
leg on Rally Excellent. 

Diva 
We’re waiting for Diva to come into 
heat so we can get some puppies 
around here. 

Brutus 
We’re getting serious about Brutus’ 
training.  He’s so good I forgive 
some glaring holes in his training. 

Iris 
Has the year off, breeding wise.  She’s 
becoming a top-notch agility dog, so 
this year is for training and showing. 

Gale 
Has been introduced to the agility 
equipment.  She’s like an awkward 
teenager; we are waiting for her to 
grow into her butt and ears.  

Zena 
Appeared in the Spring 2010 Corgi 
Crier, Mayflower Corgi’s magazine.  
Page 7.  She’s Gale’s sister and Mom 
R’s pup. 

Archer 
Reports are his intact tail (and charm) 
is turning heads! 

Uncle Buck 
It was quite a coup, but we stole 
“American’s Finest Advice Columnist” 
– Uncle Buck from the Times.  He’ll be 
dishing out stupid answers to stupid 
questions for the Gazette if we can 
keep him sober long enough to peck 
out a few lines. 
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North Maine Woods 

By Todd Chrisman, Shapleigh, Maine  

I pilfered most of this from the 
NMWA web site.  It doesn’t have a 
copyright notice, so I think I’m OK.  I’d 
like to tell you about a place in Maine 
that seems relatively unknown (even 
to native Mainers) and certainly un-
derused by bird hunters.  The land 
“guarded” by the North Maine 
Woods Association.   

Imagine millions of acres of un-
posted forest accessed by about 1800 
miles of maintained roads and cris-
scrossed by another 1800 miles of 
unmaintained roads and countless 
additional aging skidder trails and 
game paths.  Imaging spending a 
week in October in this fantasy land 
and never meeting another bird 
hunter; not one that gets out of his 
truck to shoot birds.  You can camp, 
hire a cabin, hire a cabin with meals 
and guide service and a little mint on 
your pillow, or stay in an historic Inn. 

My first trip was with Dr. Craig 
McLaughlin (then Maine’s chief bear 
biologist) about ten years ago.  At the 
time, I’d bum around Maine for two 
weeks wrangling invitations to bird 
camps, or just showing up uninvited 
(with a treasure of New Hampshire 
liquor).  Craig, John Murphy and I 

headed up to the biology camp on 
Upper Elbow Pond.   

There are places in Maine and New 
Hampshire similar to the NMW, but 
none quite like it.  We drove up to 
Ashland and checked in at the Six 
Mile check point on the American 
Realty Road.  At first, it reminded me 
a lot of the CC Road in Shirley Mills or 
the Dallas Plantation near Rangeley.  
But 45 minutes into my ride, I started 
to feel the vastness of the North 
Maine Woods.  We’d seen only a 
couple log trucks and a moose hunt-
ing party.  There are almost no “post-
ed” signs.  You can’t hunt within a 
half mile of a paper company building 
or an active logging operation, that’s 
it.  The rest is “yours.”   

The North Maine Woods is a Multiple 
Ownership - Multiple Use Manage-
ment Area.  The area provides recrea-
tional opportunities for over 100,000 
visitors each year while at the same 
time providing renewable forest re-
sources which are a major part of 
Maine's economy.  Harvesting wood 
products and providing recreation are 
compatible if managed properly.  
Providing proper management of day 
use and camping is the main goal of 

the North Maine Woods organization. 

North Maine Woods is really three 
things; each is unique.  It is a region 
of over 3.5 million acres of top quality 
commercial forest land.  That’s more 
than the size of Rhode Island and De-
laware combined.  It’s an area similar 
in size to Connecticut. 

Included within its boundaries are 
two of the most famous wild rivers of 
the Northeast - the St. John and the 
Allagash.  North Maine Woods com-
pletely surrounds the Allagash Wil-
derness Waterway. 

It is an organization.  Landowners - 
big and small, corporations, individu-
als, and families have joined with 
Maine's natural resource agencies in 
a partnership to solve today's prob-
lems and plan for the future. 

It is a spirit.  Past and present; people 
and nature meet here.  Men and 
women who make their living from 
the woods and those who relax here 
love this area.  And through North 
Maine Woods, they work together to 
see that while they take forest prod-
ucts, fish, wildlife, and pleasure from 
this great region, they take nothing 
that will make it any less in the future 
than it is today. 

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/


 Marshfield Kennel’s Gazette April 2010 

 www.marshfieldkennel.com  Page 3 

The current ownership of the North 
Maine Woods is complicated due in 
part to the events of the last two cen-
turies.  In about 1783 the area that is 
now Northern Maine was divided into 
six-mile square townships and com-
pletely sold by 1878.  In many cases, 
two or three people jointly purchased 
in common, and undivided, one or 
more townships.  Over the years, the 
many heirs of those original buyers 
have further diversified the owner-
ship. 

The complicated ownership by town-
ship is compounded as there are 155 
townships within the NMW manage-
ment area.  This diversified owner-
ship pattern is the primary reason for 
the NMW organization.  Recreational 
users of the area are guided by one 
set of uniform regulations and fees.  

Users do not have to obtain several 
permits or pay different user fees to 
many landowners. 

The concept of North Maine Woods 
evolved from a landowner committee 
organized in the mid 1960's to resolve 
differences between logging contrac-
tors over road use and maintenance.  
Log drives were ending and the major 
access road systems were expanding.  
As a result of the improved access, 
there was a significant increase in 
recreational traffic as more people 
took to the woods to hunt, fish and 
camp.  Individual landowners began 
to establish their own control gates to 
manage these new pressures.  During 
the 1970's travel within the interior of 
the area was restricted by as many as 
26 unmanned locked gates. 

Landowners have become comforta-

ble with the knowledge that their 
property was safe inside the managed 
area and most interior gates were 
removed.  The number of access 
points to the Allagash Wilderness 
Waterway is now controlled by regu-
lation rather than gates.  Today travel 
is possible throughout the entire area 
with only a few restrictions.  This was 
accomplished through agreements 
made between adjacent landowners 
and between landowners and go-
vernmental agencies. 

Camping permits are issued at the 
checkpoint upon entrance to the 
North Maine Woods area.  Camping is 
allowed at designated, marked camp-
ing areas for a two week maximum 
time per campsite.  The North Maine 
Woods map, DeLorme's Maine Atlas 
and Gazetteer, and maps at the 

LAND USE AND CAMPING FEES 2010 MAINE RESIDENTS OTHERS 

Under 15 Free Day Use + Camping 
Age 70 & Over Free Day Use 
Per Person Per Day $6 $10 
Camping Per Night (in addition to daily fee) $8 $10 
Camping Per Night (Over 70) $4 $4 
Commercial Sporting Camp Visitors Round Trip, Regardless Length of Stay $20 $30 
Day Use Annual Registration $65 NA 
Day Use + Unlimited Camping Annual Registration $150 NA 
Annual Over 70 Unlimited Camping $40 $40 
Special Reduced Seasonal Rates 
Seasonal Day Use Pass $40 $75 
Day Use + Unlimited Camping Season Registration $100 $140 
Resident Unlimited Family Camping Seasonal Registration 
Family Camping allows 2 adults and 2 children between 15 and 21 to camp for the season 

$200 NA 

ω The Summer Season is from May 1 to September 30 
ω The Fall Season is from August 20 to November 30 

  

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
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checkpoints show campsite locations.  
Campsites are available on a first 
come/ first served basis.  Reserva-
tions are not accepted. 

There are two types of campsites 
available.  While all campsites are 
rustic, there are steel fire rings, cedar 
picnic tables, and toilets at Autho-
rized Campsites.  The steel fire-ring is 
the only place a fire may be 
built.   

Camping is allowed at Desig-
nated Fire Permit Campsites 
but a camp fire requires a 
Maine Forest Service Fire 
Permit.  The locations of 
these campsites are shown 
by a different symbol on the 
maps.  These campsites have 
fewer facilities than autho-
rized campsites.  Many hunt-
ers prefer these sheltered 
locations to windswept, lake-
shore campsites. 

Only vehicles less than 28 
feet in length and vehicle and 
trailers with a combined 
length of less than 44 feet 
are allowed.  No bicycles, 
motorcycles, all-terrain ve-
hicles or horses are allowed 
at any time of year. 

Bring water from home.  You 
should not drink water di-
rectly from any stream or 
pond without treating it to 
kill bacteria and other organ-
isms such as the protozoan 
Giardia Lamblia.  The best and safest 
way to treat the water is to boil it for 
at least one minute. 

Most commercial camps supply fire-
wood or heat with propane.  Cutting 
live trees for firewood or to use as 

tent supports is prohibited.  You are 
welcome to use dead and downed 
wood for your fire.  In my experience 
if you are camping, bring dry fire-
wood or go to bed early and hungry.  
If you find a nice stash of wood leave 
it for the next fool who shows up with 
nothing but a chain saw and maul.   

Do not leave trash at your cabin, 

campsite or along the roads and wa-
ters.  Please carry your trash out.  
Folks are pretty good about taking 
their trash, but they tend to leave 
animal carcasses and food garbage 
behind.  Then my dogs get into it and 
get sick.   

Last year I drove home with four dogs 
that had explosive diarrhea, in my 
wife’s Suburban.  A few years ago I 
drove 90 miles over dirt roads (both 
ways = 180 miles) for an emergency 
vet visit – on a Sunday – that I was 
certain was poisoned, but actually 
had eaten something nasty.  I left him 
at the hospital for a week and picked 

him up on the way home. 

Over 50 businesses including 
sporting lodges, housekeep-
ing camps, outfitters, and 
guiding services provide 
overnight accommodations 
within and adjacent to the 
area.  The Maine Sporting 
Camps Owners Association 
has a detailed brochure of its 
members including a map of 
locations and lists services 
provided. 

I shot my first bird over Colt’s 
point and retrieved to hand 
in the NMW.  I shot the last 
bird (flushed by me) for Colt 
to retrieve in the NMW. 

No October is complete for 
me without a trip to the 
NMW.  We have stayed in 
cabins in and out of the gates 
and much prefer inside.  We 
have switched to camping as 
it’s more affordable and a 
different experience.  Our 
trip always includes Colum-
bus Day.  If you’d like to 
come along, let me know and 
I will fill you in. 

Coming Next Month:  The Chrisman 
.ƻȅǎΩ list of required supplies, includ-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άL ƘƻǇŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ 
$4!T ǘƘƛǎέ ƭƛǎǘΦ 

 

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŀ dubbah like this out-of-stater and stop on a bridge 
just to say you did it.  

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
http://www.mainesportingcamps.com/
http://www.mainesportingcamps.com/
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The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly in Rescue 

I've wanted to write this for quite 
some time, but been afraid to.  I think 
the rescue/shelter system can be a 
wonderful place to find a family pet, 
but just like everything else, there are 
the good, the bad and the ugly.  My 
intention is to encourage you to seek 
out the good organizations to find 
your perfect pup. 

The Good 
I would say that some res-
cues and shelters fall into 
this category.  Every pet 
they handle is carefully 
screened and vetted.  Any 
illness in the animal is cor-
rected; bad behavior is 
modified.  All finished or at 
least started before you 
adopt the pet. 

Potential adopters are also 
screened carefully.  Volun-
teers may visit the home to 
make sure everyone in the 
family is in agreement 
about getting a new pet and 
that the facilities are ade-
quate.  By adequate I mean 
your home needs to meet 
the minimum requirements 
for the type of pet you 
want. 

Pets and people are 
matched carefully.  The big-
gest resource that volunteer organi-
zations can “spend” is volunteers' 
time.  That time is limited, and mak-
ing a bad placement wastes time, 
money and energy.  One of the most 
depressing occurrences is if a pet 
comes back, and careful placement 
helps prevent that. 

You should expect a lot of questions 
when adopting a pet.  You should also 
ask all the same questions that folks 

ask of me, like does the pet have any 
medical or behavioral problems.  You 
should get copies of the veterinary 
records and the behavioral evalua-
tions the group ran.  If they tell you 
they don't keep such records, run.  If 
they tell you previous owner informa-
tion is confidential, ask them to blot 
that part out. 

The Bad 
I think the folks in this category have 
really good intentions, unfortunately 
I’m discovering that most shelters 
and many rescues fall into this cate-
gory.  The pets are headed to a bad 
end if they are not adopted.  Many 
shelters and rescue groups are under-
funded.  I think it's noble to try to find 
a home for each and every animal, 
but it gets bad when judgment gets 

clouded and “any means necessary” 
rules the process. 

The first issue I have is poor place-
ment.  A lot of dogs wind up in the 
shelter system because they are ag-
gressive.  Often the folks dropping 
them off lie about the true situation. 

In one situation, a family was given a 
rare breed, a Belgian Malinios.  The 

family had young children 
and was nervous about this 
dog from the minute they 
brought him home.  The 
breed is primarily bred for 
protection work and 
Schutzhund trials.  Sharp-
ness in the breed is an as-
set, and this dog was sharp.  
It was not what the family 
had in mind as a pet. 

In another, a family was 
given a “boxer mix.”  The 
dog was a pit bull; no boxer 
traits at all.  The shelter lied 
to get the dog out the door, 
hoping it wouldn't come 
back.  The adoptive family 
didn't know what a pit bull 
looks like and didn’t want 
one in their house. 

I know of one shelter that's 
about two hours from 
Amanda's office.  She's seen 
two very sick cats and an 

entropic dog from the shelter.  All 
needed treatment that cost between 
$1200 and $2500.  I think it's immoral 
to adopt out sick animals without dis-
closing what's wrong.  I don't care if 
you are a breeder or shelter or res-
cue.  Anyone who cares for animals 
daily should have known something 
was wrong with them. 

Most, if not all, of the heartworm 
positive cases Amanda sees are res-

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
http://www.ridgepointkennel.com
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cue dogs from the south.  Most, if not 
all, of the rescue dogs from out of 
state in Maine have been transported 
here illegally.  The treatment is costly 
and time consuming.   

Recent communications I have gotten 
from southern rescue volunteers bas-
ically say “If we can’t pawn these dis-
eased dogs off on unsuspecting Yan-
kees, there’s no way to save them.”  
For every diseased dog that gets 
“saved” a healthy one is euthanized.  
I say we euthanize the sick ones. 

Make sure you understand that bad 
apples exist in every part of the pet 
system, so do your best to sniff them 
out.  Never adopt a pet without a 
complete vet check, especially look 
for the results of Heartworm, Lyme, 
Ehrlichia and Anaplasmosis.  If the 
test hasn’t been done, you may pre-
sume the dog has one of these poten-
tially fatal diseases. 

The Ugly 
I hate to put this here because I do 
not consider it part of the shelter/ 

rescue system.  It is a SCAM posing as 
rescue.  How do you take a worthless 
litter of mutt puppies in say, Georgia, 
and make money on them?  Trans-
port the litter to New England and 
call them rescue dogs, and collect a 
$300 “rescue donation.” 

I recently read a couple of articles in a 
veterinary magazine.  One pointed 
out that AKC registrations are way 
down.  There aren’t any fewer pure-
bred dogs in the country so what’s 
up?  The second article showed how 
the “anti-puppy mill” laws that are 
passing are just pushing the kennels 
to Mexico.  It’s easier to buy Mexican 
pups and broker them in the US than 
it is to raise them in an inspected fa-
cility.  There are a couple of registries 
out there who will register anything, 
and do it cheaper than the AKC. 

I think there is more to it than that.  I 
think the “don’t breed” movement of 
the last thirty years has had a nega-
tive impact.  We convinced the exact 
wrong group of people that breeding 

dogs should be left to someone else.  
Then we piled laws and regulations 
on top of them.  It left breeding in the 
hands of the truly dedicated and in 
the hands of the uneducated and un-
scrupulous.  I think we might just fix 
this problem by encouraging hobby 
breeders and educating puppy buy-
ers. 

If you are considering a rescue dog, 
and I hope you are, look into the folks 
rescuing the dog as warily as you 
would when buying a puppy or a used 
car.  I suggest breed-specific rescue as 
these folks seem to understand they 
can’t save every dog, so they concen-
trate on one breed.  I would not 
adopt a dog that came from outside 
of New England.  You should get the 
results of a 4DX “Snap Test” before 
even thinking about taking the dog.  
You should have a contract that says 
you can return the dog and get your 
money back for a reasonable period 
of time.   

Harvesting Pythons in South Florida  

Wǳǎǘ ΨŎǳȊ L ƪƴƻǿ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘǳŦŦΦ  

Licensed hunters can remove pythons from the Everglades 
during this hunting season, which started March 6 and 
runs through April 17.  

An FWC executive order ef-
fectively gives all persons 
with a hunting license and a 
$26 management area per-
mit the authority to harvest 
pythons and other reptiles 
of concern (Indian python, 
reticulated python, northern 
and southern African rock 
python, amethystine or 
scrub python, green ana-
conda and Nile monitor li-
zard). 

All legal methods for taking 

alligators and game animals may be used.  Centerfire 
rifles, however, are not allowed.  Nets and snares also may 
be used.  Reptiles of concern may not be taken out of the 
WMAs alive and must be reported to the FWC within 36 

hours. 

Hunters may do what they 
wish with the reptile's skin 
and meat, including selling 
it.  However, according to 
the National Park Service, 
mercury testing on two doz-
en captured Burmese py-
thons in Everglades National 
Park revealed extraordinari-
ly high levels of mercury in 
the meat – above what is 
considered safe to eat. 

Officials estimate there are 
thousands of Burmese py-

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
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thons in the wild in South Florida.  The FWC's goal is to 
contain the spread of these pythons in the wild and pre-
vent establishment of other reptiles of concern. Data col-
lected by hunters on these state-managed lands will assist 
in preventing their northern movement. 

I did some reading and although Florida and the Feds want 
to eliminate thousands of these non-native snakes, they 

had a permit program last year that scored only 38.  These 
reptiles have no predators except alligators and crocodiles 
and are out-competing native species.  Some have breed-
ing populations that have been established for at least ten 
years. 

Ask Dr.  Amanda ɀ Sports Nutrition 

By Amanda Rizner, DVM 

Craig asks: 

άA couple of months ago I read 
about getting the most out of your 
dog in the field, and one comment 
was to not feed your dog for twelve 
hours before going afield, there were 
other factors as well, conditioning 
etc. but this jumped out at me as 
odd. I would agree that you would 
not feed them, and go right out 
and run them full tilt for two 
miles. The claim included a dog 
will run better on an empty co-
lon. What am I missing?έ 

Much of this type of advice 
seems to be in regards to avoid-
ing gastric dilatation - volvulus 
(bloat).  Bloat is often studied and 
remains a near complete mystery.  
For reasons still unknown, a dog's 
empty or full stomach seals up and 
traps gas.  Once that happens, the 
expanding stomach and the dog's in-
ternal geometry combine to twist the 
stomach which reinforces the seal 
and shuts off blood-flow to the sto-
mach.  With proper care the tissue 
damage can kill up to 30% of the 
dogs.  Without proper care the sto-
mach ruptures.  It's no wonder folks 
will do almost anything to avoid GDV. 

I took a look at the most recent stu-
dies which didn't turn up much.  GDV 
is more common in Giant breeds than 
smaller and most common in Large 
breeds.  It is more common in dogs 
who are fed once a day than the rest, 

but not exclusive to them.  Bloat oc-
curs slightly more often in dogs that 
eat a food that has a fat or oil in the 
first four ingredients.  One study in 
military dogs found that half the cas-
es occurred in November, December 
and January, but they only had 48 
cases to look at.  The 

weather has been studied as a factor, 
and eliminated.  There is no apparent 
breed correlation.  They have not 
studied the effects of Patriots Foot-
ball, but don't laugh, a study trying to 
correlate the Pats with emergency 
room visits got published (and there 
appears to be none). 

Sports nutrition is advancing at a rap-
id pace in humans and I try to draw 
from that information.  Those who 
say dogs shouldn't eat before exer-
cise today are as misguided as those 
who said athletes shouldn't have wa-
ter at practice.  We now know that 
they don't just need hydration during 

practice, but they need to pre-load 
their systems, starting the day be-
fore.  An athlete who starts drinking 
when he is thirsty is already behind 
and trying to catch up.  

The same is true for calories.  Specifi-
cally the kind of calories our body can 
store and use short-term.  Marathon-
ers have been "carbo-loading" for 
years.  Dogs don't use carbs the same 
way people do, but they need them.   

Unfortunately my experience is 
anecdotal, but I run my Corgis in 
agility.  I noticed that despite be-
ing "fitter" than the other dogs in 
class, they wore down earlier.  
They keep up with GSP's every 
day.  I feed a 40% protein 20% fat 
dog food, so I assumed I was doing 

everything right, nutritionally.  I 
started feeding a small portion of 

high protein, high fat and calorie 
dense food (usually her normal kib-
ble) a few hours prior to agility.  The 
difference has been night and day.  I 
would never run my dogs on a com-
pletely empty stomach in any stre-
nuous activity.  I would also recom-
mend feeding small, calorie-dense 
snacks whenever possible.  

I think if everyone (bipeds and qua-
drupeds) consumes a reasonable and 
nutritious breakfast, they are off to a 
good day afield.  Consuming high-
quality, calorie-dense food and good 
hydration before, during, and after 
hunting will help keep energy levels 
high all day. 

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
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Purina had a (now defunct) product 
based on the need to replace glyco-
gen in a dog during exercise.  The Pro 
Plan Performance Bar was to be fed 
prior to hunting, at each 45 minute 
interval, and immediately following 
hunting.  Its main ingredient was Mal-
todextrin, which metabolizes to glu-
cose in the bloodstream which con-
verts to glycogen in the muscles. 

Wakshlag JJ, Sneddon K, Otis AM, et 
al. The effects of post-exercise sup-
plements on skeletal muscle glycogen 
repletion. A manuscript submitted to 
the American Journal of Veterinary 
Research, 2003. 

Dr. Rizner is a veterinarian and animal 
chiropractor who practices at York 
County Animal Hospital in Arundel 

Maine.  She has special interests in 
pain management, canine reproduc-
tion and geriatric and performance 
animals.  You may submit a general 
interest question to: 
amanda@marshfieldkennel.com 

 

How to Get Theyuh 

By Todd Chrisman  

The following are directions to get to 
Marshfield Kennel from your house.   

Turn out of your driveway and head 
toward town. 

When you get to the Congregational 
Church, take the Main road. 

When you get to the other side of 
town, you'll see a Marden's or 
Reny's on the right, turn left. 

Turn right at the big pine tree (there 
is usually a cow under it). 

After the trout brook, take the fork in 
the road. 

If you see a white Cape, you've gone 
too far. 

Once you get to where the dairy barn 
burned in 1947, make a left. 

You'll come into a little town.  Make a 
right at the five-corners. 

You will be on this road a while.  
You'll pass where Burt Robinson 
had his accident.  

At the Abbott farm, turn right.  Be 
careful because it kind of sneaks 
up on you.  Some new folks 
moved in 56 years ago, so I don't 
know what the name on the 
mailbox is now. 

About two miles before the bridge go 
left. 

Make a right on Cider House road.  
It's not marked Cider House Road 
since the E911 transition, but 
everyone still calls it Cider House 
Road.  But it doesn't matter, 
because there aren't any street 
signs anyway.   

Don't take the one that is marked 
Cider House Road.  That's on the 
other side of town and you will 
wind up in New Hampshire. 

At the farm stand, make a left.  It's 
not the cooler on the side of the 
road that sells eggs. 

This road is closed from first snow 
until mid-June. 

At the end of the road make a left. 

Go slow because you are going to 
make a right where the 1998 ice 
storm took down the big fir tree.  
There isn't even a stump 
anymore. 

Turn left at where Tiny Johnson's 
Garage used to be.  There are 
usually chickens in the road. 

After you pass seven cemeteries, take 
the third turn.  You can't miss it. 

You will stop at a tee intersection, go 
straight. 

After you drive through the blueberry 
plains, you will see woman 
walking a small white dog.   

Get her to point to exactly where you 
are on a map.   

Do not get directions from her, as 
they will be just like these. 

And whatever you do, don't talk to 
the man with the brown dog. 

After living half my life in New 
England, this is exactly what Yankee 
orienteering still sounds like to me. 

NSTRA Part II 

Three Rivers Wing Shooting - NSTRA 
Rules Fun Trial 

Would you like to extend your Bird 
Hunting season with your dog? 
Would you like more to do with your 
dog and your family? Do you like 
friendly & fun competition? 

National Shoot to Retrieve is just the 
ticket. Check out (NSTRA.org) 

To see if you would like to participate, 
join our fun trial at Three Rivers Wing 
Shooting Preserve in Milo, Maine, 
June 19, & 20 2010.  There will be an 
orientation at 7:00 am. The first brace 
will break away at 7:30am.  This is a 

fun game, good people, good food 
and your dogs. We will have breakfast 
and lunch will be served. How can it 
get better? 

To participate: Have any pointing dog 
that retrieves to within one step to 
hand.  You bring a gun, low brass 
shells, orange vest, hat, and yourself. 

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
http://www.purina.com/company/press/2004/PerformanceBar.aspx
http://www.purina.com/company/press/2004/PerformanceBar.aspx
http://www.veterinarywebsitedesigners.com/york_county_veterinary_hospital.htm
http://www.veterinarywebsitedesigners.com/york_county_veterinary_hospital.htm
mailto:amanda@marshfieldkennel.com
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There will be up to 16 braces, (two 
dogs per brace) (two handlers per 
brace) per day. One judge per dog.  At 
the end of the day the 1st, 2nd, and 
3rd places will be presented, a Prize 
of a plaque. 

Come join us. Let’s have some fun, 
give our dogs more birds, which helps 
come bird season.  Once we have a 
membership we will be able to run 
sanctioned trials. The Central Canada 
Region has kindly offered to sponsor 

some sanctioned trials in 2011, for us 
here in Maine. Sooner than later we 

will have multiple trials per year. 
Sanctioned trials allow you to gain 
points towards a championship with 
each placement and three wins. In 
NSTRA, ones dog can become a mul-
tiple champion. So the game contin-
ues. 

Please contact: 
Rick Thompson 
ruffshooters@gmail.com  
207-685-3544 

Important Notice 

The inscription on the metal bands used by the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior to tag migratory birds has been 
changed.  The bands used to bear the address of the 
Washington Biological Survey, abbreviated "Wash. Biol. 
Surv." until the agency received the following letter from a 
Maine Hunter:  

άDear Sirs:  

άWhile hunting last week I shot one of your ducks. I fol-
lowed the cooking instructions on the leg tag and I want to 
ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƘƻǊǊƛōƭŜΦέ 

The bands are now marked "Fish and Wildlife Service." 

Canine Health Information Center 

By Todd Chrisman 

The Canine Health Information Center, also 
known as CHIC, is a canine health database spon-
sored by the AKC/ Canine Health Foundation 
(AKC/ CHF) and the Orthopedic Foundation for 
Animals (OFA). The CHIC provides a resource for 
breeders and owners of purebred dogs to re-
search and maintain information on the health 
issues prevalent in specific breeds.  

The CHIC also maintains a DNA Bank that collects 
and stores canine DNA samples along with cor-
responding genealogic and phenotypic informa-
tion to facilitate future research and testing 
aimed at reducing the incidence of inherited dis-
ease in dogs. 

The chart shows the required (marked with an 
“x”) and optional (marked with an “o”) screenings 
to enter your dog in the database.  Your breed 
club may not participate.  The AKC breed clubs 
specify which tests need to be included.  There was no 
easy way to show it on the chart, but various breeds need 
different tests for the same problem.  For instance, the 
English Setter requires an OFA on hips, where most breeds 
accept OFA or PennHIP. 

I think it’s a pretty good guideline for pre-breeding health 
screening, or at least a point to start the conversation.   

For the puppy purchaser, you should expect the parents of 
your pup to be heath screened, and you should expect to 
pay a premium for pups from parents who are normal for 
these conditions.  Keep in mind that this panel of tests 
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Autoimmune thyroiditis o o x x x x   

Cone Degeneration  x       

Congenital Deafness x    o    

Congenital Heart Disease  x o  o o   

Elbow Dysplasia x  x   o   

Eye Clearance  x x  x x x x 

Hip Dysplasia x x x x x x x x 

Patellar Luxation   o      

Progressive Retinal Atrophy     x    x 

Sebaceous Adenitis      o   

von Willebrand's Disease    x   o   

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
mailto:ruffshooters@gmail.com?subject=NSTRA%20Fun%20Trial
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=ES
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=ES
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GSP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GSP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GSP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GWP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GWP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=GWP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=IR
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=IR
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=EPT
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=EPT
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=VZ
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=VZ
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=WCP
http://www.caninehealthinfo.org/brdreqs.html?breed=WCC
http://www.offa.org/thygeninfo.html
http://www.optigen.com/opt9_test_cd.html
http://www.offa.org/deafgeninfo.html
http://www.offa.org/cardiacgeninfo.html
http://www.offa.org/elbowgeninfo.html
http://www.vmdb.org/cerf.html
http://www.offa.org/hipgeninfo.html
http://www.offa.org/patluxgeninfo.html
http://www.optigen.com/opt9_test_rcd1_pra.html
http://www.offa.org/sainfo.html
http://www.vetgen.com/canine-vwd2.html
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could easily cost $1000.  Also keep in mind that you may 
pay $1500 to “repair” your bargain-priced dog from un-
tested parents. 

For the breeder, I think you should at least consider each 
of these tests.  The more pups your dog produces, the 

more important it is to pass along the best genetics.  I 
would think over time participation in this program would 
both improve your breeding program and make it easier 
to find the buyers you want. 

Law Dog 

!ŘǾƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ŘƻƎ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎǳƭa-
tions by Todd Chrisman 

What do I need to know about 
aŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƭŀǿǎ ƛŦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōǊŜŜŘ ŀ ƭƛt-
ter of puppies? 

One might think that doing as you 
wish with your property, and selling 
property to another person would be 
a simple matter.  It’s not if that prop-
erty is a dog. 

You need to read MRS Title 7, Chap-
ter 745: SALE OF DOGS AND CATS.  
It’s way too long to describe every 
detail, but I’ll give the highlights. 

You must provide written disclosure 
of very specific items. 

The disclosure must be signed by 
both the seller and the buyer. 

You must include a statement of con-
sumer rights as spelled out in the sta-
tutes.  They even specify the type-
face. 

You must give all of this information 
verbally as well. 

You have to post a sign near the pup-
pies telling prospective owners they 
have the right to see information. 

In addition to all that, you have to 
provide a hard copy of the entire law. 

You need a license to sell more than 
one dog in a 12 month period.  The 
definition of a “year” isn’t really clear. 

The type of license you need is based 
on how many dogs you might sell.  
One big litter could put you over the 
limit for a vendor’s license, or two 
small litters might not.  There is no 

way to tell if you need a vendor’s li-
cense or a municipal kennel license 
because it’s based on fertility rate 
that you can’t predict with any cer-
tainty. 

Your license number needs to appear 
in any advertising. 

If you advertise your dog may be reg-
istered, you have to provide the pa-
perwork within 90 days. 

You can’t legally sell a pup that is sick 
or needs surgery.  So it’s technically 
illegal to sell a pup with an umbilical 
hernia or cherry eye, even if you dis-
close it pre-pay for the surgery with a 
veterinarian for when the pup can 
tolerate the anesthesia. 

The purchaser has 10 days to get a 
veterinarian to state the pup had an 
illness at the time of sale. 

The purchaser has one year to have a 
veterinarian diagnose a congenital 
defect in the dog. 

“The seller may provide… a list of any 
health problems for which the seller 
does not warranty the animal.”  This 
does not include infectious diseases.   

The remedies are: full refund in ex-
change for the animal, or exchange 
for another dog, or keep the dog in 
exchange for ½ of the vet bills up to ½ 
of the purchase price. 

The buyer gets to choose the remedy. 

The buyer has only two business days 
from the time of discovery to notify 
the breeder of a problem.  Miss the 
deadline, you have no claim. 

The breeder has the right to have the 
dog seen by a veterinarian and to 
have his day in court. 

It’s a shame that the state has gotten 
involved to this level in what should 
be a simple transaction.  I doubt any 
of the folks who wrote this law ever 
bred a litter or even 
bought a puppy. 

I suggest you sell 
every pup on a 
written contract.  
The contract 
should contain all 
of the required dis-
closures as well as 
statements by the 
buyer that say you 
made the required verbal disclosures 
and had a sign posted, etc. 

Warning to buyers:  I’ve seen con-
tracts that exclude every genetic and 
congenital health problem.  To legally 
do it in Maine, the seller must list 
every single condition.  I read a pet 
shop contract that claims to exclude 
“all” congenital conditions, and then 
they sell a one year warrantee for an 
extra fee.  Both are unfair practices.  
A breeder may list conditions, but 
may not say “all conditions.”  It’s also 
unfair to sell someone something 
that you are entitled to under the 
law.  

Disclaimer:  I am not a lawyer and am giving 
my honest interpretations of some often com-
plex laws.  Please read the law for yourself, 
and if you are still unsure consult an attorney.  
If you do something stupid and get into some 
ǎƻǊǘ ƻŦ ǘǊƻǳōƭŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōƭŀƳŜ ƳŜΦ 

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/7/title7ch745.pdf
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/statutes/7/title7ch745.pdf
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Uncle Buck 

άThere are no stupid questions, just stupid people.έ ςGrandma 
Chrisman 

Dear Uncle Buck, 

ok, I know I am not doing the best job with training. I have 
2 English Mastiffs (I know, not a gun breed.) and a Weima-
raner. I was trying to train Canyon, the Weim, and I took 
Nikki and Dixie out to keep him out of trouble. you can al-
ready tell that I trust the big 
dogs more than him. any-
way, Dixie starts barking 
and I can hear her running, 
then all of a sudden she 
jumps a 7 foot deep and 6 
foot wide creek bed. Guess 
what she's chasing? A 10 
point buck. I don't know 
what to do. It is great that 
she can do that, she has size 
and strenght to her advan-
tage, but I was trying to get 
the dumb one to hunt. 
should I try with both? 

I am actually surprised that 
she goes out there as soon 
as I let her out of the kennal and she starts tracking. I just 
let her. She doesn't bother the neighbors and knows her 
way back home. Is this a good thing? I hunt, but don't use 
my dogs a ton and I want some form of gun dog in a few 
years when my beloved Nikki dies of old age. If I learn now, 
It would be better than before I get the dog. 

Confused in Western Tennessee 

Dear Confused, 

It’s time we shed these hurtful stereotypes.  I bet you 
don’t like being called a stupid redneck.  Breed types just 
keep dogs down, and they are wholly contrived by the AKC 
(the Man).  It’s an open secret that any dog can do any-
thing you want, but there is more money in it if breeders 
market them one way or another.  Here in Maine, Master 

Guide Marlboro Thibadeau 
uses a pack of Japanese 
Chins to tree bobcats.  
Greyhounds make excellent 
sea-duck dogs.  If hunting 
rabbits is your thing, but 
beagles aren’t, did you know 
any dog roughly the same 
size as a beagle will be every 
bit as good?  Generations of 
poachers have been dogging 
deer with all manner of ca-
nidae. 

Don’t sell yourself short.  
You are doing a fantastic job 
training that Mastiff to run 
deer.  Soon she’ll be able to 

catch and kill them, saving you the effort.  If birds aren’t 
the Weimaraner’s “thing” try bear!  There’s nothing like 
the thrill of an out-of-season bear hunt at night.  Retired 
Warden Burt Abbott showed me how to do it.  And when 
you are ready for a new dog, ask your wife what kind she 
wants.  You don’t have to tell her they are all “some form 
of gun dog.” 

Sincerely, Uncle Buck 

!ÕÎÔ (ÅÌÅÎȭÓ #ÏÒÎ "ÒÅÁÄ 

¶ 1 ½ cups cornmeal 

¶ 1 cup milk 

¶ ½ cup flour 

¶ 1 egg, beaten 

¶ 4 tsp. baking powder 

¶ ¼ cup melted fat or oil (try bacon 
fat) 

¶ ½ tsp. salt 

¶ ¼ cup sugar (if desired) 

Mix cornmeal, flour, baking powder, 
salt and sugar. 

Mix together milk and egg, add fat. 

Add mixture to cornmeal mixture. 

Stir only enough to mix. 

Fill greased baking pan half full. 

Bake at 425° about 25 minutes until 
lightly browned. 

Serves six--(loaf pan, or 9” square 
pan) 

For muffins fill greased cups ½ full—
bake approx. 15 to 20 min.  Makes 
12. 

 

http://www.marshfieldkennel.com/

